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The Siddhas of Tamilnadu are certainly not an isolated and
unique body of freethinkers, but an integral part of a pan-
Indian tradition.?°

Fio-R51a7 i (aF @3B) Gaiifere wgAitTre Rl wiCg |

Beg-4 Staren g RITHIAWT FGW iR P! g
@Y (I 7 ABTY, wiwd Slre A4t Siffe e sie
(F AT BT | ©Tq 9dAe SifFANITT [FARHT T ST g ¢
Bed-od T19T@e T NG ] ST T A1, @ & TS| I
WA | wwS @I REE @ AR I @2 | Afwd eRTed
e Feare AN @ Toindste faad) ToTelq W @

The two most typical features of the religious conceptions
of the Tamil Siddhas are anti-ritualism the denial of current
religious practices, and the denial of bhakti...

The anti-ceremonial, anti-ritual tone of the Tamil Siddha
texts is universal, very strong and the first feature to strike us
when we read them...28

If there is one feature which is truly common to all Tamil
Siddha poets irrespective of other possible differences, it is their
radical social attitude. All Tamil Siddha poets raise a protest
against caste and casteism. This is an extremely important and
relevant feature ; however it should not be misinterpreted. The
Siddhas were not social revolutionaries, aiming at a radical
structural change of the Hindu society, They disregarded,
ignored and despised the social fabrics of their times, and some.
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of them, for instance, Pattirakiri, dreamt of a future age when
there would be no caste.37
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Revolutionary opposition to feudalism lasted *throughout
the middle ages. It took the shape of mysticism, open heresy
or armed insurrection, all depending on the conditions of the
time. As for mysticism, it is well-known how much the sixteenth
century reformers depended on it.
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Immortality is a matter that has concerned the Taoists for
more than two thousand years....the ultimate aim of which is to
be “wafted up into heaven into broad daylight”...Taoist
conceives of immortality in the Inner Elixir or mei-tan...which
can be met in the present life...

Taoist alchemy does not present a doctrine of universal
salvation ; each person must obtain salvation through his own
efforts towards realising immortality. It is the individual's
responsibility to seek out a master from whom he may receive
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explanations of and initiation into the obscure doctrines of the
ancient canons, ,
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